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n Appalling Catastrophe
PALL OF DEEP GLOOM
HOVERS OVER CITY

Without Warning an Anticipated
Holiday Is Turned Into a
Time of Mourning.

PEOPLE SADDENED BY NEWS

One of the Passengers of the WrecKked Special

¥ Tndianapols

INDIANAPOLIS,

dianapolis the Scene of A
FIFTEEN STUDENTS

DEAD; MANY HURT

An Awful Disaster on the Big Four
Railroad Within the

City Limits.

PURDUE SPECIAL IN COLLISION

‘Passenger Train Bringing Nearly One Thousand

Students

and Rooters to Witness Football

Game Dashes Into a Cut of Cars--Death
Reaps a Harvest--Hospitals Filled
with Injured--Wrech in Detail.

Colliding with terrific impact, the Purdue
special on the Big Four, carrying %0 pas-
sengers, and a cut of seven heavily loaded
10 o'clock

together at

Eighteenth and

coal cars crashed

yesterday forenoon near
Mill streets, in the northwestern part of
Indlanapolis.

Twelve killed outright, three who died
later in the hospitals as a resuit of fright-
ful injuries, at least four fatally Injured,
twanty seriously hurt and probably forty
who ars suffering from cuts, brulses,
broken limbs and other wounds, complete
the terrible list of casuaities.

Of the 950 passengers 990 were students
and members of the faculty of Purdue
University. The others were residents of
Lafayette and near-by towns on the Big
Four. All were en route to Indianapolls,
wearing the black and old gold of Purdue,
care-free and Jjoy-

cheering and singing,

ous, mindful enly of the big football game
between Purdue and Indiana, scheduled for
the afternoon at Washington Park, which
was to determines the gridiron supremacy
of the Jeading colleges of the State.

The cause of the most frightful rallroad
disaster Indlana has known in years will
not be known deflnitely until a searching
investigation has been made by the officials
of the Blg Four Rallroad Company. Con-
flicting storles are given by the train crews
of the special and of the coal train. The
conductor and engineer of the special in-
sist that thelr orders gave them specifically
the right of way over all trainas, even car-
riers of the United States mall.. The men
in charge of the switching train declare
that they were ordered to take a cut of coal
cars to North Indianapolis, their under-
standing being that the track would be
elear for a sufficient length of time for
them to get out of the way of the special.
Under any elreumstances, they assert, gen-
eral orders of the road
trains to slow up and feel their way along
while passing through city yards,

REFUSE TO TALIK NOW.

Assistant General Superintendent ¥. F,
Haughton, Superintendent Van Winkle, Su-
perintendent Paquette, General Yardmas-
ter Jehn Q. Hicks, and other officials of the

Big Four, who were on the scene within a
short time after the dlsaster, decline to

require special

glve any statement until the official inves-
tigation places the responsibility where it
should belong. y

The Purdue speclal was thundering along
at tha rate of at least twenty-five mliles

an hour, according to =tatements of twenty
It

direction

or more persons who saw the collision.

was running in a southeasterly
and had just rounded a slight curve near
The eut of loaded ceoal
had

backed from a siding on to the main track

Nineteenth street.

cars, bound for North Indianapolis,
and was running at a speed of about five

miles an hour. The two trains met lke
thunderbolts at a point on the main track
where, on the ecast, the bank slopes away
to &' gravel pit fully fifteen feet below the
le\'.el of the track, while on the left is a
gldetrack that was occupled by a cut of
box cars.

The Purdue special, consisting of four-
teen coaches and an engine, was in charge
of Conductor Frank M. Johnson, of 1542
H. Schu-
maker, of 1417 Spann avenue; Fireman A.
B. Ervin, of Harrison and Pine streets, and
Brakeman H. Van Tyle. The switching
train, of seven 80,000-pound coal cars, was
in charge of Conductor Lon Acres, Engi-
neer E. J. Smith and Fireman Clemens, all
of this city. Save for slight cuts and
bruises the trainmen escaped injury.

Woodlawn avenue, Engineer W.

In explanation of the astounding fact
that two tralns should crash together in

broad daylight under such circumstances
the crews of both the special and the coal
cut say that they had no opportunity to
see what was coming untl] it was beyond
their power to avert the catastrophe. The
engineer and fireman of the special train
claim that they did not have a clear view
of .the track ahead as they rounded the
curve, on account of a cut of box cars
standing on the siding to the west, while
the crew of the switching train were on
the engine, which was pushing the coal
cars, and consequently their view was ob-
structed by thelr own train, as well as by
the cut of box cars and the curve.

When Engineer Shumaker saw the coal
cars and realized that a collislon was in-
evitable, he reversed his engine and both
he and Flreman Ervin jumped, saving thelr
lives, but landing stunned and bruised in
the ditch. Engineer Smith, of the coal cut,
saw the special in time to apply the air-
brakes.

WITNESSED BY MANY PEOPLE.

The horror occurred at a time of day and
in a place where it was witnessed by dozen's
of people. To the west of the track a
score of men were at work upon the new
plant of the Marion County Hot Water and

Heating Company. All of these saw the

| and. many peopls were attracted to their

| elal was coming.

D

L

Scens of the Catastrophe After the Killed and Injured Had Been Removed.

collision and ran at once to the wreck,
where they assisted in removing the dead
and injured. At the factory of the Colum-
bia School Supply Company, to the south
and east, a square west of Senate avenue
on Seventeenth street, a number of em-
ployes also witnessed the accident from
the windows of the building. There are a

number of residents in the nelghborhood

doors and windows, knowing that the spe-
They also saw the spe-
clal rushing swiftly toward thes clty and
were horror-stricken to observe the coal
cars approaching from the opposite direc-
tion, The stories of these eyewilnesses
agrea as to the essential detalls of the
affair.

It was almost precisely 10 o'clock when
the two trains came together. The special
had left l.afayette at 8 o'clock and had
made no stops en route. Despite the high
speed which had been maintained all the
way, the heavy train was about ten minutes
behind time, being due in the Union Sta-
tion at 9:47, according to the orders issued
When the crash
came the big locomotive, No. 330, of the
Richmond type,
chines designed either for freight or pas-
senger service recently purchased by the
Big Four, rebounded several yards and was
then hurled with indescribable force by the
impact of the fourteen coaches behind {t
again into the coal cars. The locomotive
and the first coal car were ground into a
mass of debris and forced under the second

coal car.
THROWN INTO THE AIR.

The first passenger coach, the smoker, in
Purdue
and trainers and

struck the
wreckage in front of it with such force that

by the train dispatcher.

and one of the new ma-

which were the members of the
football team, coaches
enthusiastic student rooters,
to

end thrown

straight up in the air and fell in splinters
and twisted fron to either side of the track.

it was split from end,

The roof and one side were the only parts
of the car that were not absolutely ground
The roof fell to the west of the
track, while the rest of the car was thrown

to !)il‘('f’s.

down the embankment into the gravel pit.
How anyone in the car escaped instant
death is nothing short of miraculous. When
the car went to nieces some of its passen-
" (CONTINUED ON PAGE 3, COL. 1.)

The

—econd Coach, Where Several Met Death, on its Side in the Gravel Pit; ths Third Coach Where it Was Flung

on the Wreck of the Engine and Ceal Cars.

!

LIST OF THE DEAD AND INJURED. | INDEX TO TO-DAY'S JOURNAL.

The Dead.

BERT PRICE, Spencer, Ind.
W. R. HOWARD, Lafayette,
C. G. GRUBE, Butler, Ind.
WALTER FURR, Veedersburg, Ind.

G. L. SHAW, Indiana Harbor, Ind.
SAMUEL TRUITT, Noblesville, Ind., died
at City Hospital

JAY HAMILTON, Huntington, Ind.
IF!.-\ML'EL P. SQUIBB, Lawrenceburg,
Q.

B. J. POWELL, Corpus Christi, Tex.
W. L. ROUSH, Pittsburg, Pa.

(G. S. DROLLINGER, Mill Creek, Ind.
W. D. HAMILTON, Bridgetown, 11l
PATRICK M'CLAIRE, Chicage, athletic
trainer, died at City Hospital.

E. C. ROBERTSON, East Helena, Mont.
J. C. COATES, Berwyn, Fa., died at City
Hospital after amputation of both legs.

Ind.

Injured at the City Hespital.

J. . WHITEHEAD, Monelora, 0., sub-
half back on Purdue team, Pottsg's fracture,

SIM MILLER. Nineveh, Iund., end on Pur-

due team, both legs crushed. Serious.

E. 8. MILLS, Rensselaer, Ind., sub-quar-

da s

ter back on Purdue teamn, both legs broken,
cuts and bruises. Serlous.

W. H. TAGGART, Owen, Ind., tackle on
;-‘-r.‘nz]h team, arm broken, injured about the
lead.

DAN O'BRIEN, Syracuse, N. Y., guard
on scrub team Purdue, left leg injured.

HENDRICKS JOHNSTON, Evansville,
Ind., quarter back on Purdue team, both
legs erushed, shoulder broken; serious.

.. E. RUSH, Dairy Station, Pa., member
of scrub team, leg broken,

CARL WILMORE, Winchester, 1Ind.,
broken leg, suffering from shock; critical.

J. H. MOWREY, Chambersburg, Pa.,
half back on team, left leg crushed.

LOUIS SMITH, East lafayette, Ind,
center on team, injured about head and
spine. Serious.

A. I.. HOLTER, Oberlin, O., half back on
team, rupture of perineum; very serious.

HARRY ADAMS, Frankfort, Ind., sub-
half back on team, left ankle fractured and
ribs broken.

. W. RUVSTERHOLZ, Peoria, Ill., presl-
dent junior class Purdue, Potts’s fracture,
broken ribs.

J. W. NICHOLS, Lafayette, Ind., right
shoulder crushed.

E. W. FRANK, Lafayette, Ind., left hip
injured.

JOHN C. TAYLOR, drayman at Lafay-
ette, chest crushed, factured skull and
broken arms. Serlous.

HARRY VAN TUYL, Indlanapolis, Big
Four firaman, left ankle broken,

W. R. BUTLER, Lafayette, Ind.,, news
agent, scalp wound.

MATRICE STEELE, Canton, 0., right
ankle injured.

HARRY G. LESLIE, Lafavette, Ind.,
manager and full back on 'varsity, fracture
of jaw.

Injured at the Deaconess Hospital,

WILITAM MMANUS, Davenport,
sub-tackle on, Purdue team, both
broken.

Ia.,
legs

At Dr. S. R. Cunningham’s Residence.

. 0. TAUGEMAN, Cincinnati, O., several
fraciures., Serious.

J. B. KNAPP, Evansville, Ind., half back
on Purdue team, dislocated knee,

WILLIAM BAILEY, New Richmond,
Ind., sub-eud on Purdue team, several
broken ribs.

C. H. WEITZ, Butler, Ind., sub-full back,
arm broken and bruises.

JOHN HENDERSON, 7% Shelby street,
Indlanapolls, assistant Blg Four fireman,
interaal injuries and bruises,

Injured at St. Vincents.

D. H. 1.LONG. Louaisville, Ky., end on Pur-
due team, badly cut about head and body,
left leg crushed.

1. 8. OSBORN, Dover, O., captain of team,
left leg fractured.

D. M. ALLEN, Lafayette, Ind., tackle on
team. bruised about head and body.

J. M. RUSH, New Castle, Ind.,
broken, bruised about head and bhody.

D, O. WRIGHT; sub-tackle on team, in-
juries to head,

VOLNEY RAY, Laporte,
bruised about body.

DR. A. W. BITTING, Lafayette, state ex-
perimental physician, dislecated hip, cut
about head.

WALTER SPRAW, member of team, cut
and bruised. ¥ "

QLIVER F. CUTTS, coach of Purdue
team, left leg injured.

WILI.ITAM COLILAR,
broken, left leg injured.

.. E. IRWIN, Iudianapolis, Big Four fire-
man. bruises and cutls,

HARRY WRIGHT, left leg broken, head
cut.

MORRIS Rl.‘SI»I. Pittsburg,
wounds,

nose

Ind,, cut and

Lafayette, jaw

Pa., scalp

Slightly Injured at the Denison.
C. W. ZIMMERMAN, of Maryland,

eprained ankle and bruises about the body.

S, H. HAWTHORNE, both ankles

sprained and hip cut.

H. R. THOMAS, of Marion,
gprained and body cut.

0. McCORMICK, of West
strained shoulder, hand cut
generally.

LLEX PERSISE,
Clus.

. MILLER,
and face cut.

IRVIN LONG, of Louisville, Ky., body
cut and both apkles gprained,

both ankles

l.afavette,
and bruised
ankle sprained and leg

of Lafayette, scalp wound

Part One<Twelve Pages.
Page—

l—Fatal Collision of Purdue Special Foot- |

ball Train with Coal Cars,
2=Deep Grief Throughout the
o—Fatal Collision (con.)
4—Fatal Collision (con.)
o—Fatal Collision (con.)
6—Sporting News.
T—Sporting News,
§-Toomey's Poolroom Raided.
9—Gleanings Throughout the State.

State.

Ever Fought,
11-Defects in Postal Laws;
2—Lynchehaun Set Free by Commissioner

Moores.

Part Two=Twelve Pages.

1—A Glimpse of the Czar; China Wil Not
be Westernized; Art of Graft in Spain;
An Ante-Mortem Obituary.

2—Life on the Ocean Liner.

3~Making Hotel Guests Pay;
Newsboys Do,

§—Editorial Page.

F—A Clairvoyant Story;
Brown,

6—Personal and Soclety News.

7—Per=zonal and Society News (Continued.)

§—~Hunting the Cave Tiger,

9—Face to Face with Death.

10—Live Stock and Local and General Prod-
uce Markets.

11—\Wall street Gossip; Financial Markets,

12—-New Members of Congress; Hopes of
Methodists; Paris En Fete.

Part Three=Ten Pages.

What the

Empress Sarah

1—An Afternoon Among Fortune Tellers;
Thumbnail Sketches in Pegasian Vein;
Living Expenses of a Family of Five.

2—Literary News and Gleanings.

3—Famillar Old Hymns; Religion of the
Indians.

4~Drama and Music,

5—In New York Theaters; Stage People's
Tempers,

6—Flower Growing in Indianapolis; Why
Colombians Dislike Us. S

—An Autumn Walk; Chimmie Fadden;
Questions and Answers.

8—Illustrated Fashions; Casual Comment.

9—Emmy Lou in a School Play; Two Little
Girls and a Small Boy; Sphinx Lore.

10—Growth of Unionism; As We Pass Along.

Germnaan Battleship Launched.

STETTIN, Prussia, Oct. 31.—The German
battleship Preussen was launched here to-
day in the presence of the Emoperor and
Empress, Chancellor Von Buelow made a
speech. The Empress subsequently chris-
tened the Proussen.

Inventor Asphyxiated.
PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 31.—Robert Me-

Culley, aged seventy, an inventor of prom-
inence, was accidentally agphyxiated to-day
by illuminating gas in his home. MeCulley
operated a large stone and ore
plant in St. Louis.

| of Purdue

| dianapolis has become a city of

| enthusiasm and the almost

| wreck which yesterday ended the
| 10—Political Campaign in Ohio the Hottest |

lassified Ads. !

i forward to an athletic contest with more

crusher |

was President Stone, of Purdue, Who Led in
the Work of Relief--Others Express Their

Horror Overthe T

errible Calamity--

Inquiries from a Distance.

I\.“J." ni:.

crepe and
have taken the place of the ga)
From a city bravely

In-

amd Indiana.

attired for a great college holliday,

sorrow and

yells college sopgs |

and
hushed

grief,

mourning. College
whispers
'{“-1'

barbari

have given way to

gilent expressions of nilarious
chants
of college rivalry have been stilled. Death,
unexpected, never more awful, has thrown

its pall over city and State.

The chronicles of railroad disasters record

few such appalling catastrophes as the

lives of |

fifteen young collegians of Purdue l'ul-l

and maimed and crippled dozens |

That a trainload of college stu-

versity,
of others.
dents, within a few minutes of safety, ani-

mated by the joyous excitement that pre-}

cedes a great athletic contest, whelly Gh-]
|

livious to a thought of dauger, should be

! hurled, crushed and bleeding inte the arms

of death, in a gecond’'s tiine, while a whole I

city waited to glve them royal welcome,
adds to the singular horror of the calamity.
WITH CRUSHING FORCE,

Because the city and State never looked

eagerness and intensily of Interest, the
blow has fallen with more crushing force.
For weeks the football geme between Pur-
ue and Indiana, which was to have been
played at Washington Park yesterday aft-
ernoon to settle the championship of the
State, has engrossed Lhe attention of every
college man, old and young, and of many

-y i 1
anpa | il

arrived on car-
the E=treels
iore,

greeting

with that effervescence pe-

the collegian. Alvmn! and
ere préeparing to entertain young
women, brothers, sisters,

LONE,
riends, Parties had been
* the game, fraternity reunions
linners at the hotels and clubs for the
evening and partisans of both schools had
planned parades of joliification, no matler
upon whose lt:nlnr"r victory should perch.
There is nothing more jovous, more care
free, more hearty, more spontaneous, more
college celebration,
CORRIDORS.

corridors

delightful than a great

IN HOTEL
In the hotel students of both
universities were speculating on the result
of

ior

the game, standing up manfully ecach

cach as certain that

his alma mater,

his team would win as that the game would

be played. Old foothall men, wise in Lhe

lore and sclence of visited the

new generation and were appehled to as

the game,

authorities whose opinions could not be
gainsald. Proferssors of both lastitutions
mingled with the young men and women,
themselves wearing thelr colors, and as en-
than
undergraduates, There was not a thought
foreboding.
Over all and in all and through all was the
holiday l‘.'mnsphr-ro.

Puidue’'s team and an army of loyal sup-
porters were expected at 10 o'clock. The

thusiastic, if more restrained, the

of danger, not the slightest

thousands of others who caught the con- |

tagion of the moment and were prepared Lo
cheer for either the black and old gold
of Purdue or the crimson and white of |
Indiana, The condition of both teams has
been one of the leading topics in the news- |
the

men

subject of
Public

been aroused as never before in an athletic

papers and

wherever

conversation |

meet. interest

event in Indiana. The spirit of rivalry be-

tween the two great colleges and the even-

ness of strength made the contest one

without parallel in the athletic annals of
the State.

Busipess in Indianapolis vesterday after-
noon would have been practically suspend-

ed. Staid men of affairs, little given to

rapturous enthusiasm over contests of

brawn, were awaliling the big game with

as much impatience as the youngest fresh-

man of Purdue or Indiana. On every street

had )

Indiana eleyen .and the Bloomington con-
tingent of students and citizens was= sched-
uled to arrive a few minutes later. Prepa- |
rations had been made to meet both trains |
and to escort the delegations from the rival
colleges to their respective headquarters, to
the musle of bands and the inspiration of

A platoon of police hdd as-
the Unlon Station, whers &
to head the

college yells,
sembled at
‘great crowd was In waiting,
processions,

The streets in the down-town portion of
the city were lined with people. Buddenly
into this atmosphere of gayety came a rumor
of evil. Somebydy had heard, so the bad
news flew, that the Purdue special had been
wrecked in the northern part of the clty,
For a few minutes after the accldent so
little of a deflnite nature was koaown that
few wrre seriously disturbed; many even

scouted the suggestion of d!uatrr. Rumaor

the colors of the two colleges waved and |

seemed to bid deflance to one another. Al- i

guccerded rumor, ecach story growing mors
"TICONTINUED ON PAGE 4, COL. 1)




